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World Religions

a course about incy‘easilf\g ounr My\dews’randiy\g of the Re'igions of the woy"d,

and exp'oy‘ing how to relate to them fy*ow\ our own v‘eligioms pev‘spec,’rive_.

| NSTRUCTORS: Jerry Kopitzke  795-1983
Ken Curtis 795-0343, 795-9741 (CalimesaChurch)

TEXT: WorldViewsand Religions, Pacific Press, 1998.
Suggested: Lewis, C.S.,MereChristianity
Bell, Rob, Velvet Elvis: Repainting the Christian Faith

Course REQUIREMENTS:  Completion of reading and other written assignments
Participation in class discussion
Satisfactory scores on quizes
Short written responses to presentations by students
In class presentation and paper on selected religion
Visiting services of various religious groups, and recording your reflections
Course notebook (to be turned in).

FoRMAT FOR THE NOTEBOOK : The course notebook should be divided into four sections:
A. Class notes and/or handouts
B. Observation Sheets (religious visitation forms)
C. Information Sheets

(1) Information sheets from student presentationsin class
(2) Paper presented in class, along with any other notes or articles that
you may want to include from your research.
D. Seventh-day Adventist Section - class notes and other materials on the unique
contributions made by Seventh-day Adventists.

PAPER DEADLINES: Topic: AUGUST 27
Sources: SEPTEMBERS
FirstEdition SEPTEMBER23
Final Copy OCTOBER2
Presentation

GUIDELINESFOR VISITING RELIGIOUS SERVICES:

1 Y ou will need to make at least 4 visitsto religious services. Your 4 visits should include:
¢ A non-Christian service, (Islam, Judaism, Eastern Religion)
¢ A Catholic Mass
¢ A mainline protestant service (Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Nazarine, etc.), @ hon-mainstream service,
(Jehovah's Witness, Mormon, etc.), AND / OR a Pentecostal/Charismatic service (Assemblies of God,
Foursquare church for extreme expressions; the Rock, or the Vineyard, for amore moderate expression.).
¢ A Seventh-day Adventist Church Service

* NO visits are required or suggested to services of any kind involving the worship of nature or spirits, Wicca,
witchcraft, Satanism or the occult. If you have an interest in studying more about one of these, talk with the
instructor about possible options.

2 During your visit, or as soon as possible afterward, fill out an observation sheet. These forms can be
obtained from the instructor or on the Website.

3. While you may not want to fully participate in all aspects of the services you attend, it is still important to
maintain an attitude of respect toward those worshiping there. In some cases, you might even want to let one
of the people leading out in the service know ahead of time that you are coming, and ask questions afterwards.



Know your S’rar’ring Point . . . Where do you stand?

|.  Should we be doing this? VVhy or why not?

1. HOW should we go about this?

A. Thelssue of Location: What you see depends a lot on where you stand.
@ TheStructureof theClass(Y osemiteValley Model)

(@) TopView
(b) Trail View

2 Getting Y our Eye'sChecked - Lenses/ Filters/ Perspectives

(@) Zoom

(b) Finding my L ocation (what makesupmy prescriptionlenses?)

(c) Howdol correct for my corrections, and why should 1?
B. Language and Labels - (the problem of a clean room)

(). Whatweneedtoget started

2 Figuringoutwherethingsgo



The v*ealify that there are so many world v*eligions makes us

WOV\CIeV . o
@‘H‘M@ &
0 & ot
\"g\/ 0\& . g‘f
e be ‘,Jf\/‘@{ p\/‘ C\‘ﬁ A " ' o
st of ol fo wh o re the various religions of the world merely
o of " 5\0&0. o2 v a/fewmff paths that all lead to the same Ciod in
\/\@V@ 19/ Jo W . ‘,@\\9 the ends Are f/le)/ C/amgerous counfe%fe;’fs? O
j%* A \,\O‘N&\_ﬁ@v‘@v\Ag are they Somef/llhg in-between?
l
oo Ny L O Has <
o W‘O bom e, Odéee
El e o en Wo,. 4,}/1 at wo,. 4 i
.‘Ag g W/}‘43 o’%e;« s/ .
S Gy <, e
%

O for that matter;
does it rea//y make
sense fo believe in
Ciod? ;Z\mc/ r'fif does,
how do we Jenow that
what we believe about

, Oy
£ /o

What exacf/y Is sp/'/*/fma//ﬁ/ a//a[aom‘, what does it
have to do with ”/*e//:g/'ons/ " and how do T know //[

J am sp//x‘/fua/ or note¢
. tes
Him is accura

Other Questions That Come To Your Mind. ..

What we need to keep in mind as we think about these, and
other, questions:

1.

World View(s)

Basic Starter Vocab (so we understand each other)

Natura Revelation
Specid Reveation
Naturaism

Thagn

Agnogtic

Athest

Moniam

Daan

Monotheism
Polytheam



L!,!” What Jnsiglt\f Does the Bible Give WUs?¢

DoestheBiblegiveusany cluesastohow weshould go about thetask of understandingandrelating to
otherworldreligions?

Insightsfromthe ApostlePaul - 1 Corinthians13:9-12
What doesPaul meanby " childishways"
How doesthisrel ateto Jesussayingweneedtobelikelittlechildren?

How hasyour worldview changed asyou havegrown ol der? What brought the changesabout?

What do thesepassagesfromfrom Biblecontributeto theconversation about how weshouldrel ated to other World
Rdigions?

Text: What it's talking about What attitudes/ insights we find here

Deut12:1-4

Genesis14:15-20*

Genesis20:1-9***
(seealso 1King 19:15)

2Kings5:15-19

Acts17:16-28

Romans1:20-25

John10:14-16
Notes:
* Remember that Abraham was the first Jew, which means that whoever it was he met when he traveled to the lands surrounding Sodom
and Gomorah, they were not Jews.
** Remember that Abimelech, the ruler of Gerar, was not a Jew either. We don't know what he did or did not know about the God
Abraham worshiped. Itisquite likely that he, and those in his kingdom, worshipped another God. Y et, God spoke to him in a dream.

Interesting?

*xk For further study, read chapters 3 & 6 in The Desire of Ages.



& So, What is Religion All About Anyway?

”Religiolf\” is the container we construct to hold ounr Sin‘H’U\OIHY- Jtis what
Jra[<es s[/\ape as we aHemer to y‘espohd to, or come to terms wiH/\, some of Jrl/\e

V‘ea“y "big” quesﬁolf\s/issu\es o]c |i]ce. Some o]c these

are:
The MYs+eVY of Life
Who/What is God? Can God be known?e How?
What '/\o«ppe!/\s to us when we die?

DO BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE _E[/\e pV0blem Of Pain and Suﬁey‘ihg
Who am J, What am T, and Where am J going?
What, if anything, is wrong with us and how it can be fixed.?

The Roads Most Traveled

Two majonr roads are taken in an attempt to finc] answevrs

to these questions.

What the Journeys on these roads are like is sL\apecJ l:vy
two major ways of Jrlf\inking about y‘ealH'y.

Worshipthe

Worshipthe F

F

Nature

Nature

WorshiptheC

Nature

What is God like? - The OP‘HOV\S of Theism

® Pantheism
® Monotheism

® Polytheism
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